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Editorial
A Happy New Year to you all !
Your committee has made its
own New Year resolution to
produce two Newsletters each
year - in January and May -
and offers its apologies for the
lengthy gap since the last one.

The aim is to enable former
pupils and staff to keep in
touch with news of one
another, to bring back some
memories of past times, and to
keep up-to-date with progress
and change at BGS.

Just how interesting these
Newsletters will become will
depend, largely, on YOUR
contributions - letting me have,
for publication, news of yourself
and of any other OBs with
whom you maintain contact. In
this edition are many "one-
liners"- each an inadequate
summary of life since BGS, so
PLEASE do tell me more. Do
send letters like the two
printed on page 5: do provide
the information which will make
those who knew you sit up and
say, "Well, who'd have thought
he would have!" (And, from
experience, you will remember
that for "he" also read "she.")

If you would like to re-
establish contact with anyone,
please provide your details
and every effort will be made
to forward these to the OB
concerned; please note that
no personal information will
be provided by the committee
itself.

Since 1955, the School has
enrolled some 6112 pupils -
and I'm also trying to compile a
list of all who have taught here:
allowing for the 1018 on the
current roll, this still leaves a
very large number from or
about whom it would be good to
hear. So, please put pen to
paper NOW or e-mail me at
oldbexleians@yahoo.com - my
next editorial deadline is less
than three months away.

Finally, my thanks to all who
have helped with information
for this first Newsletter of mine,
and especially to Andy Watkins
and the staff of ‘Asterisk’.
David Jones
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Chris Ball (BGS 83-90) became, at the age of 26, the youngest-ever
Mayor of any London Borough - and one of the youngest in the
country - when, in May 1998, he was elected Mayor of Bexley

for '98-99.
"The Mayor shall have precedence in all places in the Borough,

provided that nothing shall prejudicially affect Her Majesty's prerogative."
Loc.Gov't. Act 1933, S.18.

Born in Lewisham in 1971, Chris moved to Bexley at the age of 5 and,
single, still lives with his parents in Welling. He was educated at
Barrington Infants and Brampton Primary before moving to BGS where
he was Head Boy '89-90.

He writes, "Since leaving Bexley Grammar in 1990 life has been very
varied to say the least. I worked with Marks and Spencer's until they
made 1000 managers redundant - at which point I risked a University
career. This was a period that I did not particularly enjoy. Whilst
Liverpool as a city was, and would be, a great place to live, I felt I was
being held back from the world of work which I had enjoyed.

Foolishly I stood to be elected to Bexley Council whilst still in Liverpool
which meant commuting for a while and eventually
a transfer to Greenwich University.

Eventually I managed to get both a degree
and elected [in 1995 as a Labour Councillor for
Thamesmead East - ed.] I moved on to teacher-
training and I am now a primary school teacher
in Gravesend, a job that I enjoy enormously. My
political career has taken the unusual step into
being the youngest Mayor in London, ever. This
has been and is a fantastic opportunity which
I am making the most of. I have been to
places and met people that normally
would be out of the question.

For the future, well who knows? I am
aiming at a parliamentary career,
rather than an academic one. Once an
MP luck will play a great part in the
future".

The OB Association extends its
congratulations to Chris and its
best wishes for the remainder of
his term of office - and for his
future career.
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Message from
the President

R. I. MacKinnon
Headmaster

The last twelve months
have been very busy at
School; extra-curricular

activities continue to flourish
with impressive sports team
and individual performances.
We have also enjoyed a
number of high quality drama,
dance and music productions.
In this regard it is pleasing to
report that we won the Bexley
Arts Council Award for “Youth
Drama” in response to our
production Ocean World.

Examination results achieved
by students in September 1998
were good and encouraging with
a number of outstanding
individual performances across
the ability range.

We have seen the
implementation of an extensive
programme of decoration and
refurbishment to teaching
areas and negotiations with the
LEA relating to an extensive
building programme on the
School site designed to replace
substandard accommodation.

All these achievements
reflect the outstanding
commitment of Staf f, hard
work on behalf of students and
the support of families.

In the coming months I am
keen to develop fur ther the
links between the School and
our past students. One of the
strengths of Bexley Grammar
over the years has been the
friendly atmosphere about the
School as we go about our
daily business. I feel that
maintaining strong links with
past students will help
maintain this special quality of
our School as well as being a
pleasure in its own right.

I would encourage all Old
Bexleians to help us
“network” with other past
students who are not
currently linked to the School.

I trust that you are
encouraged to hear the good
news of the School; rest assured
that we are not complacent. We
are all working hard to further
develop the very special quality
of education that Bexley
Grammar has always provided
for our students.

Why a Bexley Grammar School

Mr Roderick Ian Mackinnon

Even in the midst of the
horrors of WW2 far-
sighted people were
already beginning to

plan the brave new world of
the future. High on the list of
priorities was the education of
the nation’s children - and so
was born the Education Act of
1944 with its emphasis on an
education according to age,
aptitude and ability.

Fifty years ago, Bexley was
par t of the Kent education
system though it had a local
Education Committee. It
supported 16 primary schools,
7 secondar y moderns and 1
technical school for girls - but
no grammar school. (Erith G.S.
and Chislehurst and Sidcup
G.S. were not par t of the
borough at this time). Able
pupils were dispersed in small
groups to a large number of
independent and Direct Grant
schools in Chislehurst, Dartford,
Eltham, Erith and London; with
a rising birthrate, there was no
guarantee that these schools
could keep places open for
future Kent pupils. And this
situation “was at some cost in
dissipation of communal spirit”
within Bexley.

This lack of a grammar
school was a sensitive local
issue. In the annual Kent
Intelligence Tests, Bexley
pupils consistently scored
above the county average but
were denied an appropriate
education because of the lack
of grammar school provision
in NW Kent in general and in
Bexley in particular. Locally,
there was an unusually high
proportion of residents whose
background and social outlook
led them to desire a grammar
school education for their
children. The Borough
Education Office reported that
“the Borough not only desires
a Grammar School, it also
needs the influence which such
a school would undoubtedly
exer t on the life of the
Borough.... moreover, a good
Grammar School provides the
keystone for the educational
arch, and without it the
primary and secondary schools

do not form a complete
whole.... a Bexley Grammar
School (especially the co-
educational school proposed)
would draw together the
educational life of the Borough
and would provide much
needed encouragement for the
intellectual and cultural
interests of the town.”

The 1944 Act probably
helped to stimulate the growing
local demand for this “injustice”
to be righted. Pressure was
exerted on the Bexley Education
Committee, the latter made
frequent appeals to the Kent
authority and the latter
pressurised the Ministr y of
Education to put the proposed
school on its building
programme as soon as possible;
the new, local MP, Edward
Heath, went with a Kent
delegate to discuss the matter
with the MInister in late 1950.
Without further provision, it
was estimated that the number
of Bexley pupils gaining a
grammar school place at 11+
would be 15% in 1953; 14.7% in
1954; and 12.8% in 1955. (A
year after the visit to the
Minister, the BEO commented,
“I have damped down local
agitation on this matter by
stressing the need to make
adequate provision for the
primar y school age range
before turning to secondary
schools.”)

18.8.52 eventually, the Minister
admits the proposal onto the
1953-54 building programme.

28.8.52 Kent Education
Committee (KEC) issue a
Statutory Notice of its proposal
to build “Bexley Grammar
School” for 550 pupils aged 11-
18: objections to the proposal
have to be lodged within 3
months.

5.9.52 the Minister
approves the plan for a 3f.e.
mixed grammar school at a
gross cost of £115,000.

22.1.53 Bexley Council
had already earmarked
Danson Park’s “Polo Field” as
the site for the new school.
22.16 acres in all. It had to be
released from its requisition

by the War Department: 2 gun
emplacements had to be
removed as did a number of
huts built on it as temporary
housing; drainage was nec-
essary and allotment holders
had to be found other plots
elsewhere.

19.2.53 it was decided to
build the school in two phases.

9.7.53 the Minister wants
to know how work is progress-
ing: completion for August
1955 was a matter of urgency
and building needed to be begun
before the bad weather started.

29.10.53 detailed plans
are submitted to the MInister.

11.11.53 these are
criticised for being very short of
suitable Form bases and general
teaching areas. KEC is instr-
ucted to revise its plans as the
Minister will not allow the
budget to be exceeded.

20.11.53 KEC argue that
all the specialist rooms are
necessary if a full curriculum
is to be provided - and they can
still be used as Formrooms! It
decides to omit the Assembly
Hall and the Music Room - and
the Metalwork Room if nec-
essary - from the Phase 1 plans
to bring the project into budget.

The estimated cost is 67/6d
per square foot.

15.1.54 part of the dining area
- and not the Metalwork Room -
is omitted from Phase 1.

22.1.54 BGS’s first intake
- 2 forms - will attend Erith
G.S. from September 1954,
knowing they will transfer to
the new site a year later.

16.2.54 with a few minor
quibbles, the Minister approves
the revised proposals and
building starts.

13.7.54 the freehold of
the “Polo Field” is formally
handed over from Bexley to
the Kent C.C.

26.8.54 Phase 2 finds a
place on the Minister’s Building
Programme for 1955-56.

12.11.54 the Minister
recommends that the
Ministr y of Housing and
Local Gover nment issues
formal consent for the KCC
to borrow the money to pay
for Phase 1; the loan is to be

Rod Mackinnon was appointed
as the Headmaster of Bexley
Grammar School to succeed
David Jones in 1995. Prior to
his appointment, he held posts
in a variety of selective and
comprehensive schools in
different parts of the country.
Most recently, he was Deputy
Head at Colchester Royal

Grammar School (a selective
boys school of some 700
students) and immediately
prior to this he held the
position of Senior Teacher-
Head of Upper School at 
the Heathland School,
Hounslow (a comprehensive,
co-educational school of some
1,400 students).

Mr. Mackinnon was educated
at schools abroad and in this
countr y, completing his "A"
Levels at Aylesbury G.S. and
then moving to Leicester
University. Upon graduating he
went to Sandhurst and was
commissioned into the Royal
Artiller y. At the end of his
service as a Captain, he returned
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F O O T B A L L

SPORT

Currently, the Club runs 2
elevens : the 1st. XI plays in the
2nd. Division of the Kent
County League and the Reserve
XI in the 2nd. Division of the
Reserves' League. A report on
the season's league and cup
progress and results will be
featured in the May '99
Newsletter.
The Club is keen to hear from
any OB interested in joining ;
please contact Bob Carter on
0181 301 0791

G O L F

When I left BGS in August
1982, the staf f most
generously gave me a set of
golf clubs. I had never played
the game before but ver y
shor tly after wards some
members of staf f, including
Robin Ackerley and Don
Wellman, took me to the
Deangate Ridge course. I
remember very clearly that I
took 152 strokes to get round
and failed to get the ball
airborne at all. However, I was
"hooked" and this led to the
start of the annual OB golf day
held in Whit week. Our first
day was at the Ashdown
Forest Hotel course which
then led to 72-hole weekends
at Ashdown and Cottesmore.
In succeeding years we have
also played at Addington
Court and at present we use
the excellent facilities at Poult
Wood near Tonbridge.

In 1986, Graham Godley
presented a shield for the
winner. A variety of names
now appear on the shield -
Ralph Abbott, Don Wellman
(3 times-the bandit!), Kelvin
Patterson and Ian Smith
(both ex-staf f),  Graham
Godley (twice),  Jim Ody
(twice),  Jim Ever y, Clive
Cushen and Nick Isom.

Guests are welcome and
play for a trophy of their own -
four of my sons play each year.
We usually have 20-24 players
and we now play 36 holes
followed by dinner in the
evening. It has always been a
great day and one that we all
look forward to each year. In
recent years Terry Cook has
organised the day and would
welcome enquiries from any
Old Bexleian or member of
staf f who is interested in
joining us. Terr y can be
contacted on 0181-304-4762.
John Collins

C R I C K E T

The annual cricket match
between the School XI and the
Old Boys again resulted in a
comfortable win for the former
pupils.

Batting first, the Old Boys
played some attractive shots to
get away to a good star t,
accumulating over 100 runs in
the pre-lunch session. The star
per former was undoubtedly
Paul Philpot who joined an
elite group of Old Boys who
have scored a century in this
fixture; Colin Wouldham and
John Millichope being the only
other former pupils to have
done so.

Paul's attractive innings
allowed the Old Boys to
declare at 221 for 6 in mid-
afternoon, leaving the School
with the dif ficult task of
chasing a large total for
victory. During the Old Boys'
innings the School bowled

steadily with Michael Broder
being particularly effective.

The Old Boys veteran
attack was able to make early
inroads into the School batting
despite spirited resistance
from Stephen Whybrow and
Terr y Chaplin. Terr y, in
particular, played extremely
well despite wickets going
down at the other end at
regular intervals. Devaka de
Soyza bowled especially well
and was ably supported by the
other bowlers.

The match finished quite
early with the Old Boys
winning by 110 runs.

Peter Jaques, former Head
of P.E. at the School and
secretar y of the OBA, was
again responsible for making
lunch and tea. Peter has done
this for many years and his
contribution, to what is always
a very enjoyable day, is very
much appreciated.
Don Wellman
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W.A.T.N.E.Y.S. - Where are they

Elsewhere in the
Newsletter, tributes are
paid to Mr. Le Feuvre
and to Iori Prothero -

two of the original school staff
- and also to Lesley Gentry who
was both a pupil at the school
and a member of staff.

Of the other staff who joined
the new school in 1955, Gill
Kirkman (Mrs.Meason) and
Margot Godfrey remain active
members of the local
community; John Collins is a
golfing fanatic - not only on
OB golf days - and has begun to
travel the world(with the ed.):
recent trips have taken him to
Australia, Canada and New
Zealand; Margaret Johnson
(Mrs. German) is living in
Derby and John Barrett in the
West Country.

Don Wellman (pupil 56-63)
has just completed 30 (n.o.)
years on the school staff. He
joins a very select band to have
done so - Peter Jaques (61-96);
Joyce Miller(56-87); Ron Sawyer
(56-66,73-94); John Harrington
(64-95); and John Barrett
(55-85). With breaks in service,
to raise families, both Barbara
Holbrook-Wilson(57-92) and
Marjorie Sawyer(59-95) have
connections going back over
30 years.

Other than DRW, only 4
staff remain who were appointed
by Mr.Le Feuvre - Miss J.M.
Lawson (1973), Mr. R.F.
Gompers and Mr. P.J. Spall
(both 1974) and Mr. P.R. Wells
(1975).

Recent retirements or
resignations from BGS include:-
Roger Gif ford(66-94); David
Jones (76-95); Doreen Weston
(85-95); Christine Tadman(86-
96); Cavell Burchell(86-96);
Robin Ackerley(70-97); Janet
Patterson(87-97); Karen Roche
(87-97); Derek Williams(86-97);
and Gavin Waldron(91-97).

Derek Holbrook-Wilson (62-
90) and Barbara live in Bromley
and recently issued a challenge
to a tennis match - not yet
taken up - to David and 
Janet Jones. (?-result to be
announced.) Rob Ody (pupil
68-75; staf f 78-88) has just
moved, as HoD,PE, to Alleyns
School, Dulwich where,by
coincidence, Mr.Le Feuvre was
once a House Master. Graham
Power (78-87) is Head of the
American School in the Yemen.
Angela Maclaine (91-93) became
a Dep. Head in a school in Jersey
but is now returning to Australia
to teach in Queensland. She and
husband "Q"(Quentin) have for
5 years hosted the annual BGS
staff cricket tour to Jersey where
matches are played against
Victoria College- where Mr.Le
Feuvre was himself a pupil.

Mick Johnson (58-65), HoD
PE Erith School, is a regular
visitor with his school's sports
teams.
Ian Harding (61-68), now Lt.
Cmdr. Ian Wellesley-Harding,
is an ex-Commandant of
Greenwich RNC.
Carol Marsh (71-78) has a young
family but remains a part-time

sergeant in the police force.
Bhavinder Patel (71-78) is one
of many ex-BGS pharmacists
to be found working in
Bexleyheath.
Tony French (72-79) has his
own very successful plumbing
business in Chester.
Jaqueline Botterill (73-80) is now
HoD German at Bexleyheath
School.
Melanie Hickman (73-80) is
HoD Creative Arts at Merrill
College - a secondary school
in Derby.
Rober t Sawyer (75-80) is
Regional Director for a computer
sales firm and lives in Dewsbury.
Desmond Rodrigues (79-81) is
a senior test pilot with British
Airways.
Andy Watkins (74-81), now on
the OB committee, and brother
Ian (76-83) have their own
artwork & design company.
Dave McCann (76-83) works
in Sydney, Australia, making
spor ts f i lms for Ruper t
Murdoch.
Jennifer Hickman (77-84) is
HoD German at Calder High
School, Hebdon Bridge,
Yorkshire.
Alan Sawyer (77-84) lives in
France: he is Royalties Manager
for the Recording Company
BMG.
Gavin Peacock (79-84) and
Matthew Rose (87-92) are both
now playing for QPR.
Helen Sharpe (79-86) plays
basketball for Shef field and
England.
Jane Sawyer (81-86) lives 
with her family in Wiltshire;

housewife, school governor, p-t
hairdresser.
Carol Draper (80-87) has settled
in Bristol where she works for
the Civil Service.
Nicola Jones (85-87) B.Ed from
Whitelands College; married
and living in Bexleyheath.
Stephen Lee (80-87) graduated
from the LSE; is a claims
manager for a London insurance
company
Jason Haddon (80-87) after
reading History at Bristol is now
a qualified solicitor.
Stuar t Quinlan (81-88) is an
underwriting manager at Royal
and Sun Alliance.
Chris Ball (83-90) is a teacher
but also Mayor of Bexley 
1998-99.
James Yaxley (83-90) has just
entered the Police College at
Hendon.
Johanna Eskriett (84-91) has
joined the BGS staf f and is
teaching Modern Languages.
Angela Lapsley (84-91) trained
at Camberwell College of Art
and is now a Textiles teacher.
Alison Leeder (84-91) has
graduated from Hendon Police
College and joined the Force.
Melanie Whitehead (84-91) is
a researcher for several radio
stations, including KISS FM.
Mark Terry (84-91) is working
at Smithfield market.
Stephen Watling (84-91) is the
Overseas Development Manager
for Harrods.
Vanessa Shires (84-91)
graduated from the University
of Birmingham and is now an
actuary.
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now (those) earlier year scholars, staff?
Paul Williams (84-91) is a
computer programmer for
Valid Information Systems.
Marcello Giovanelli (84-91) is
in his first year teaching English
at Welling School.
John Burman (84-92) works
on the Internet Help Desk for
ICL in Footscray.
Anthony Staddon (85-92) has
been working as a research
assistant for Sir Edward Heath.
Christine Gosden (85-92)
works for Burroughs Wellcome
after graduating in Health
Studies.
Kerry Russell (85-92) is in her
third year of teaching English
at St. Thomas More RC School.
Clare Dunlop (85-92) BA and
TEFL qualification; now working
at ELS in Leicester Square.
Tracey Miller (85-92) is teaching
PE, Art and Science at Cheam
High School.
Nicola Fulford (85-92) is now a
solicitor working for Barlow,
Lyde and Gilbert.
Kay Sims (85-92) is an energy
consultant with Utilicorp.
Denise Allen (85-92) graduated
from the University of Kent
and is now an actuary.
Jackie Craig (85-92) is now a
company rep running the Kenco
account for the South-East.
Julie Hudson (85-92) is PA to a
director of the C.P.Lemos Group-
a Greek shipping company.
Claire Heather (85-92) BA
from the Univ. of Birmingham;
now a WPC stationed at
Wimbledon.
Paula Keogh (85-9 ) qualified
as a legal secretary; is now a

full-time mum to Ryan and
Callum.
Craig Bull (85-92) works for a
pharmaceutical company;
became a father - to Katie - on
2.11.98.
Clare Burman (85-92) is teaching
at Uplands Primar y School;
married Martin Holder 8.8.98.
Sarah Machin (85-92) has
qualified as a doctor and is at the
Manor Hospital, Walsall, Staffs.
James Hilton (85-92) is
"something" in computing,
working in Erith.
Chris Stock (85-92), no kidding,
works at the Stock Exchange -
in the "Futures" market.
Michael Peters (85-92) is a
Customer Care Manager with
the Abbey National Building
Society.
Karen Gillham (85-92) has taken
up a career in banking.
Sarah Jenkins (85-92) has a
PGCE in primar y teaching.
Does anyone know more ?
Elizabeth Hedgecock (85-92)
has BA, MA, and PhD degrees
-Univ. of Liverpool; lecturing(?)
Deborah Day (85-92) is now
an I.T. consultant working for
Whitbread Breweries.
Rober t Stebbings (85-92)
qualified as an accountant in
November 1998.
Rakesh Kothari (85-92) has
emigrated to Canada.
Keith Stadler (85-92) is working
for the accountancy firm Shelley,
Simmons, Pinnock and Co.
Andrew Holbrook (85-92) is a
retail manager for Woolworths
plc.
Jenny Simmons (85-92) is

currently undertaking a PGCE
in Art.
Matthew Child (85-92) has
gained a PhD in Zoology at the
Univ. of Liverpool.
Lee Wells (85-92) is selling life
insurance in the Croydon area.
Adrian Clarke (85-92) qualified
as an accountant in December
1998.
Natalie Wallder (90-92) is
working for the Royal Bank of
Scotland.

From Gill Meason (née
Kirkman) - I left BGS
in 1959 to raise a
family. In 1965, I took

a p-t post at Dartford Technical
School for Girls and became
HoD Modern Languages in
1967, staying until retirement
in 1989 and seeing the change
to Wilmington G.S. on the way.
Since then I have done regular
supply work at the school,
including three long sessions
for maternity leavers. Miller, my
husband, sadly died a few
months after our retirement
but I have found many happy
ways to fill my life, picking up
links with old friends, travelling,
looking after my grand-daughter
and joining U3A (University of
the 3rd. Age); also, I have been
able to devote more time to
helping out and occasionally
per forming at the Geof frey
Whitworth theatre.

From Anne Parsons
(79-81) - I left BGS in
July 1981 and went to
Keele University to

study for a Joint Honours degree
in Mathematics and Biology. 
I had a great time and still
managed an upper second pass.
I always knew I wanted to teach
and stayed on at Keele to do
my PGCE.
My first job as a Maths teacher
was back at my old school -
Welling Secondary - I spent my
probationary year there. I was
lucky enough to gain promotion
and moved to Townley G.S. for
Girls for three years. I then
decided to work abroad as I
felt I needed an adventure - that
is exactly how I would describe
the next three years in Dubai
working for Sheikh Mohammed
Al Maktoum, its ruler. The
school was built in the grounds
of his palace for his five
daughters and invited guests. I
really did have a fantastic time,
learning to scuba dive, speak
Arabic and travel the world, all
whilst living in a top hotel and
waking up to sunshine everday.
The Gulf War started whilst I
was out in the Emirates and
although we were near Kuwait
we were far enough away for
the hospital ships to dock. A year
later I came back to secure
promotion and have been Head
of Mathematics at Axton Chase
School in Longfield for the past
six years. Additionally, I'm in my
second year as Assistant
Deputy Head (Assessment)and
living in Bexleyheath with my
partner Andy.
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Far Left:
B.G.S. first ever U6 Science (1960-61). Back row l-r: J. King, W. Bolton, C. Gabe, R. Pierce, D. Nash, M. Loader, S. McIlroy.

Front row l-r: P. Blane, R. Dennery, Pauline Collett, Jacqueline Homewood, D. Smith (d.1998), D. Bass.
Centre:
John (78-85) and Sandra Kanes (76-83) – both English Schools’ Judo Internationals.

Right:
Kent Schools’ U.13 netball champions 1979. Back row l-r: Tracey Taverner, Georgina Link, Erica Kunkel, Jenny Hickman

Front row l-r: Kyla Lyons, Rachael Harrington (c), Helen Crawford, Julia Durrant



Tributes

Edward Francis
Le Feuvre -
Headmaster,
BGS 1955-76

Mr.Le Feuvre came from a
Jersey family and was
educated at Victoria College,
Jersey, before gaining an
honours degree in History at
St. John's College, Oxford. He
was a distinguished sportsman,
awarded a soccer blue and
playing cricket for the Channel
Islands. He had considerable
experience in teaching in
preparator y and grammar
schools and had been a
Housemaster and i/c Football
at Alleyn's School, in Dulwich
before becoming Divisional
Education Of ficer for
Aldershot. He was 42 when

Iorwerth Prothero
(BGS 1955-61)

Mr.Iorwerth Prothero, who
died in 1997, was one of the
original members of staff at BGS
when it opened in 1955. He will
perhaps be best remembered
for the House named after him
but his contribution as Head of
the English Department in the
formative years of the School is
also of great significance. It was
those early members of staff,
under the leadership of Mr. Le
Feuvre, who did so much to

Lesley Gentry
(née Page; 61-68; s. 78-96)

Lesley was an excellent Maths
teacher: she cared deeply about
all the pupils whom she taught.
Always delighted when they
succeeded, she was self-critical on
the rare occasions when they
disappointed her. She gave her
pupils a sense of security: they
trusted her judgement and had
confidence in her. She set herself
ver y high standards and had
similar expectations of those she
taught. 

We shall remember Lesley as
a very special Y7 and Y8 Form
tutor: she understood the
essentials that a new Y7 pupil
needed to know on the first day
to avoid becoming totally
confused and panic-stricken.
Her Forms were influenced by
her calming presence and
inherited at least some of her
own brilliant organisation. She
understood the individual,
recognising both strengths and
weaknesses, sympathising with
problems and treating everyone
with a combination of firmness
and af fection to which they
always responded positively.

In any school there is a whole
range of tasks which need to be
done to help in the smooth
running of the organisation but
which don't bring a great deal of
personal reward even though
essential : it was typical of
Lesley's professionalism and
generosity that she would always
do these in a quiet, unassuming
way-and do them properly.

Staf f will remember her as
someone to whom they could
always turn for advice. Her care
for her colleagues was shown by
the way that for many years she
organised the buying of cards,
flowers and gifts for staf f who
were ill, geting married or
leaving. Friends will remember
many kindnesses: she never
betrayed a trust.

A rare and debilitating illness
has taken from us all a person of
great gifts, vitality and energy -
and yet it never took away her
warmth, gentleness or care for
others. Her courage was an
example to us all. Lesley remains
very much a part of us and of our
School. What she has been lives
on within all of us; she is a part of
what makes us what we are and
what we will be.
(from a tribute written by Janet
Patterson et al)

appointed to BGS, taking up
the appointment on May 1st.
1955 so that he could supervise
the installation of equipment
for the new school, select
pupils and appoint staff.

His care and patience in
choosing staf f meant that a
team was selected who worked
happily together : the Common
Room was always a pleasant
and good-tempered community.
It was not easy to start a new
selective school in an area
where others were already
well-established and well-
known : it had to grow and
develop and become accepted
with no traditions as a guide,
an incomplete building and a
small staff team.

As Headmaster, he
concentrated his work and
energy on BGS, deliberately
avoiding ser ving on outside
bodies which might have
taken precious time he felt was
better spent within his own
community. Meticulous,
ef ficient and detailed
administration was a vital part
of his work : he was never hasty
or overwhelmed by his tasks
nor did he neglect any part of
the necessar y personal
supervision undertaken by a

good Head. His help to those
who needed it was always
unobtrusive and tactful and,
inevitably, was not always
recognised or acknowledged.

Sixth Form pupils valued
and enjoyed his "essay"
classes where they benefited
from his training in good
writing and where they acquired
a sharpened awareness of and
interest in cultural, philosophical
and historical problems. His
suppor t at school plays -
where he always laughed first
and loudest - was very much
appreciated, as was his
attendance at most sporting
fixtures. He believed that it
mattered that each should be
making a contribution to the
life of the school that was the
best that could be of fered.
None can deny the significance
of the principles and policies
which he initiated: the devoted
and tireless ser vice he
rendered to BGS will long 
be remembered by all 
who benefited from his
encouragement.

Sadly, Mr.Le Feuvre passed
away in early 1996.(written with
help of Miss Mabbs's article in
the 1980 Silver Jubilee Edition
of "The Bexleian".)

shape the school and give it
many of the values which it still
enjoys today.

Those older, former pupils
who remember Mr.Prothero as
a teacher will recall his great
command of the English
language and his tremendous
enthusiasm for his House and
his teaching. A Welshman
through and through, he
nevertheless had a great loyalty
to BGS and long after departing
from the school remembered
his former colleagues and
many of the young people
whom he taught with genuine
affection and nostalgia.

Mr.Prothero returned to
the 40th. Anniversary Dinner
at the school in July 1995,
meeting former pupils and
staf f and recalling many
memories of his time at the
school. In his retirement he
had returned to Barr y in
South Wales and written two
incredibly detailed local history

books on Barr y Docks and
Railways, copies of which he
had earlier presented to the
school. Even in his early 80's
his mind was still razor sharp
and he was a wonderful example
of a person for whom learning
had been a lifelong process of
great enjoyment and fulfilment.
He remained interested in
ever ything around him and
had that wonder ful gift of a
retentive memor y which
enabled him to recall not 
only his own vast wealth of
accumulated knowledge but
also past events in general.

The School owes much to
those early members of staff to
whom setting up a new school
was far more than just a job.
Their influence is still apparent
43 years later and the House
names of Collins, Johnson,
Kirkman, Mabbs, and of course
Prothero will live on for as long
as the School exists.
Don Wellman
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repaid over 30 years at 5.5%
interest.

9.2.55 the contractor,
Richard Costain, reports that
building work is over 13 weeks
behind schedule: it blames
circumstances beyond its
control - exceptionally adverse
weather and delays in the
supply of steel. Knowing there
will be an outcr y if the
building is not ready on time,
it seeks more than an extra
£4,000 to bring in extra labour
from outside - none being
available locally - and to work
more overtime.

25.2.55 KCC agree some
extra funding - but not for any
overtime on those parts of the
building which it deems the
school can manage without for
the first few weeks of term!

8.3.55 the KCC architect
warns of possible poor
workmanship if the job is
rushed.

1.5.55 Mr. Le Feuvre
takes up his post as the
school’s first Headmaster.

8.6.55 it is agreed that the
school colours will be blue and
white.

13.9.55 Bexley Grammar
School opens : a new 3 f.e. 11+
intake joins those pupils, now
in Year 2, who have transferred
from Erith G.S. Phase 1 of the
building programme has been
designed to meet the needs of
360 pupils; it is finally
completed on 30th September.

2.1.56 work begins on
Phase 2 which will see the
addition of the Assembly Hall,
the Music Room, the rest of
the dining area and the
“Tower” block; the latter
comes into use on 17.10.56 -
the other areas on 14.11.56.

The eventual cost of the
new school is £189,492-0d: this
caused some ructions as it was
£12,740 over budget!

This was the first postwar
grammar school to be built in
Kent - vindication of the years of
pressure to provide the
Borough with its “educational
keystone.”

to the University of Leicester to
complete a PGCE before
entering the teaching profession.

Mr. Mackinnon feels very
for tunate to have been
appointed to the Headship of
Bexley Grammar School and is
enjoying the work. In his
leisure time, he enjoys golf and
cross-country running.

Years ago
1948-49

Y E A R S  A G O
50
There was already some local
agitation for a grammar school to
be built in Bexley (see article)
but the immediate post-war need
was for the refurbishment of two
existing secondary schools.

A 3f.e. intake brought pupil
numbers up to 457.

June 1958 had seen the
school's first drama production -
"The Boy with the Cart".

The Head complained that too
many pupils were visiting doctors
and dentists in school time.

One football pitch was taken
out of action - too many stones
were coming up to the surface.

Miss J.Murdoch (later Mrs
Crust) - P.E. staff - was playing
netball at this time for England.

August saw the resignation of
Miss Kirkman (Mrs Meason)
and a school camp in the New
Forest.

The school's first ever GCE
"O" level entry - 53 Year 5 pupils
gained 267 subject passes, an
average of 5 passes per pupil; 2
Year 4 boys gained 6 passes
each; also from Year 4 there were
32/32 successes in Maths and
22/30 in English.

A 3f.e. intake; the school roll
was now 570.

Ex-pupil Don Wellman joins
the staf f to teach Maths and
Physics : 30 years later he's still
there.

Maths courses for the parents
of Year 2 pupils are started by Mr
Peter Collins; 

"The Mayor of Torontal" is
the main drama production - with
David Mills taking the lead.

Judith Young competes in the
English Schools' National
Athletics Championships.

80 Year 5 pupils average 6.4
GCE "O" level passes each; 58
U.6 average 2.4 "A" levels (in 19
subjects)

Geof frey Forrest wins an
Open Scholarship to read
Chemistry at St. John's College,
Oxford..

Neil Forrester gains a place at
Wadham College, Oxford to read
Engineering.

The Rt. Hon. Edward Heath
MBE, MP presents the year's
prizes and certificates.

The OBA appears to have
folded.

A 5f.e. intake - the second of
three in successive years - sees
the school roll rise to 807.

The 4f.e. intake, starting in
September 1973, reaches the 6th
Form.

Ex-pupil Rob Ody joins the
P.E. staff.

Sandra Kanes, Y3, represents
English Schools and wins the
European Schools' U57k Judo
Championships.

Claire Eveson, L6, joins the
England U19 Cricket squad

Kent Schools'- Tony French
and Peter Fowler-Football; Ralph
Bye and Robert Sawyer-Athletics.

Ian Barber competed in the
National U16 Sailing
Championships.

Paul Roffey, Y2, became the
country's youngest qualified F.A.
referee.

The major drama production
was "The Rape of the Belt"
produced by Mr Robin Ackerley.

Judith Wilson won a place at
St. Peter's College, Oxford to
read Histor y; Vivienne Suter
joined St. Hugh's College, Oxford
to read Law.

School Trips:- Y4 to Brittany
with Mr Geoff Moore; Y1,2 - a
football trip to Belgium with Rob
Ody; Y5, L6 ski-ing in Italy with

Mrs Sue McNally; Y3 - camping
in Nor folk with Mr David
Watson; and Y2 - to Rouen with
Mrs J.G.Baker.

Efforts were being made to
re-establish the OBA.

A 4f.e. intake. The 5f.e. intake
years have moved out of the 6th
Form. School roll has fallen to
739.

Lisa King is Head Prefect; her
deputies are Ashok Tiwary and
Mihiri Wijayaratna.

Kent Schools' - Kirrie Wallace
(Y3)-Walking; Jennifer Scott(Y1)-
Swimming; Charlotte Mills(L6)-
Cross-Country: a member of the
County team which won the
English Schools' Senior title;
Anthony Potts-Football at both
U16 and U19 levels; Jason
Ricks(Y1)-Gymnastics - for Kent
and London.

Julie Allen(Y5) - Kent senior
team in the National
Synchronised Swimming
championships;

Wendy Dyer(Y1) - was a
member of the British I.B.F. Judo
team.

Melanie Scholes (L6)
represented GB in the World
Baton-Twirling Championships.

The BGS Fire Prevention
Quiz team (all Y4) - became
Bexley, SE London and London
champions and reached the
National Semi-Finals:- Jon
Buckle, Clare Dunlop, Shane
Fernando, Sarah Machin and
Adam Morris.

"Bugsy Malone" was the main
drama production of the year;
"Our Town" was a second
production.

Aidan Hills (1983-88) became
the youngest entrant into the
Royal Marines in 1988.

The Biology Depar tment
begins the development of its
nature area on part of the school
field.

Over £5,250 was raised
during the year for a variety of
charities.

Paul Viney won a place at St.
John's College, Oxford to read
Maths.

1968-69

Y E A R S  A G O
30

1978-79

Y E A R S  A G O
20

1988-89

Y E A R S  A G O
10

1958-59

Y E A R S  A G O
40
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